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In 1659, the Province of leryland consisted of only five counties, 
four of which (St Mary's, Calvert, Charles, and Anne Arundel)were on the 
Western Shore, and only one (Kent) gn the opnosite side of the Bay. In order 
to provice a more convenient seat of government for the settlements which had 
sprung up along the shores of the northern part of the Chesapeake, Baltimore 
County was established. It wes named after the Proprietor's Irish Barony 
"Bailte Mor.!' Research has failed to disclose the Proclamation or Order 
in Council by which it was erected, but from an examination of old recards, 
it is apparent that it included all lands from the Patapsco to the Chester 
Rivers 


Tnis is confirmed by the fact that the first court of Baltimore 
County of which there is record, met in 1661 at the home of Captain Howell 
near the mouth of the Sassafras River (Eastern Shore). Later courts continued 
to meet on the east side of the Bay until 167, when the formation of Cecil 
County established the Suscuehanna River as the northern boundary of Balti- 
more County, In this same year a proclamation stated that the southen 
boundary should be "the south side of the Patapsco River, and from the highest 
plantations on that side of the river, due south two miles into the woods," 
Severalsettlements prg@pered on this south shore, and the inhabitants as early 
as 169) petitioned the Assembly to extend the limits of Anne Arundel County 
to the Patapsco River in order to make it easier for them to transact their 
official business, This was finally accomplished by the Act of 1726 which 
alsc restored to Anne Arundel County the Howard District, formed later into 
Howard Countye 


The western confines of Baltimore County were originally un- 
defined, In 171,86, however, the establishment of Frecerick County fixed that 
boundary, while to the north the er@ction of Harford County in 1773 further 
reduced the area of Baltimore County. The final change in its boundaries 
came in 1837, when after a bitter controversy, Carroll County was formed 
from lands of Baltimore and Frederick Counties. The new constitution adopted 
by the Convention of 1850 provided for the separation of Baltimore City from 
Baltimore County, 
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By proclamation of "ye Captain Generall" of the Province, Cecil 

County was erected in 167), and named in honor of Maryland's first Pro- 
prietor, Cecilius Calvert, It included all lands bounded by "the mouth of 
the Susquehannough River and so downe the easterne side of Chesepeake Bay to 
Swan Point and from thence to Hell Point and so up Chester River to the 
head thereof", The area descrioed by this proclamation was mostly a part 
of Baltinore County, but also included apparently by error, a portion of 
what is now Kent County. This was corrected by a second proclamation two 
weeks later, which restored to Kent: County such territory as had previously 
been assigned it. In 1706, the boundary now in existence between these two 
counties was established. The northern and eastern boundaries remained in 
dispute with Pennsylvania and Delaware until finally adjusted by the survey 
of the liason-Dixon Line , and a decision by the Chancery Cort of Ingland,. 
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In 1659, the Province of lisryland consisted of only five counties, 
_ four of which (St Mory's, Calvert, Charles, and Anne Arundel)were on the 
Western Shorey and only one (Kent) gn the opnosite side of the Bay. In order 
| to provice a more convenient seat of governnent for the settlements which had 
sprung up along the shores of the northern part of the Chesapeake, Baltimore 
County was established, It wes named after the Proprietor!'s Irish Barony 
_ "Bailte Mor." Research has failed to disclose the Proclamation or Order 
in Council by which it wos erected, but from an examination of old records, 
it is apparent that it included all lands from the Patapsco to the Chester 
River. 


This is confirmed by the fact that the first court of Beltimore 
County of which there is record, met in 1661 at the home of Captain Howell 
near the mouth of the Sassafras River (Hastern Shore). Later courts continued 
to meet on the east side of the Bay until aKeyg hye when the formation of Cecil 
County established the Susquehanna River as the northern ooundary of Balti- 
more County, In this same year a proclamation stated that the southen 
boundary should be "the south side of’ the Patapsco River, and from the highest 
plantations on that side of the river, due south two miles into the woods," 
Severalsettlements prenered on this south shore, and the inhabitants as early 
as 169); petitioned the Assembly to extend the limits of Anne Arundel County 
to the Patapsco River in order to make it easier for them to transact their 
official business, This was finally accomplished by the Act of 1726 which 
also restored to Anne Aruncel County the Howard District, formed later into 
Howard County, 


The western confines of Baltimore County were originally un- 
defined, In 17)8, however, the establishnent of Frederick County fixed that 
boundary, while to the north the er@ction of Harford County in 1773 further 
reduced the area of Baltimore County, The final change in its boundaries 
~came in 1837, when after a bitter controversy, Carroll County wes formed 
from lands of Baltimore and Frederick Counties. The new constitution adopted 
by the Convention of 1850 provided for the separation of Baltimore City from 
Baltimore County, 
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By proclamation of ‘tye Captain Generall" of the Province, Cecil 

County was erected in 167), and named in honor of Maryland's first Pro~ 
prietor, Cecilius Calvert, It included all lands bounded by "the mouth of 
the Susquehannough River and so downe the easterne side of Chesepeake Bay to 
Swan Point and from thence to Hell Point and so up Chester River to the 
head thereof", The area descrived by this proclamation was mostly a part 
of Baltinore County, but also included apparently by error, a portion of 
what is now Kent County. This was corrected by a second proclamation tio 
weeks later, which restored to Kent County such territory as had previously 
been assipned it, In 1706, the boundary now in existence between these two 
couities was established. The northern and eastern boundaries remained in 
dispute with Pennsylvania and Delaware until finally adjusted by the survey 
of the liason-Dixon Line , and a decision by the Chancery Cou t of impland, 
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Harford County, lying between the Gunpowder and Susquchanna 
Rivers, was erected in 1773 from lands previously a part of Baltimore County. 
It was named after Henry Herford, the last Proprietary. When this county 
was established, the commissioners of Baltimore Comty decided that because 
the funds for erecting the courthonse at Baltimore had been provided in part 
by the residents of the now county, Baltimore Covaty should provide an 
aprropriate share of the construction costs of the new cow'thouse at Lelaire 
This is the only instance of its kind in the history of the state. Anothor 
interesting fact connected with the erection of this county is the use of 
the phrase "temporayv line" te descrive the northern border in the Act of 
Assembly creating the county. This "temporary line" was a short distance 
north of the I>son-Dixon Line, which survey had been ratified by the King in 
Council fovr years previously, 


Site of Old Baltimore P 


In the early days of the Province, the "main path" from 
Pemsylvania to Virginia ferried the Suscuehanna at a point near Havre de 
Grace, from where it ran to another ferry crossing Bush River near the mouth 
of Romney Creek, about two miles dommestream from the present Pennsylvania 
Reilroac bricpee This region had been first Settledby Irancis Stockett, who 
in 1558 obtained a patent for a tract known as "Delph" which included the 
land lying between the mouth of Romey Crec's and Delf Creek, later in the 
Sth Century, this land nassed into possession of the Paca Family, 


Near this Bush River ferry a little settlement grew, known as- 
Balt&aere Town, and it was show as such on Herrman'ts map of 1670, Althovgh 
an earlier map had shown a Daltimore ow near the \resent site of Elkton, 
Baltimore Tom on the Bush River was the first to have a court house and be 
recognized as the county seat of Beltimore County's 


The first reference to this settlement is an Act of the Assembly 


-in 1683, which designates for Baltimore County en unloadins point "on the 


Bush River, on the Town Land, near the Cow’t Ilouse." Another interesting 
reference to the old courthouse appears in the Assemoly Proceedings of 
1697-9b, as follows: ‘ihe Commissioners of Baltimore County have built a 
small room at a litile distance from the Court House, where its records are 
to keep in; the Court House has a wooden chimney but no ordinary within 
four hundred yarcs of it." This setiJenent remained the country seat until 
approximately 1707, when a new courthouse wes ordered constructed on a Site 
called "Taylor's Choice" near the head of the Gunpowder River. Five years 
dater, in 1712, the county seat was transferred to Jopna, Maryland, 


Philin Philips wos one of the earliest operators of the Bush 
River jerry, whose location is still indicated by sone of the large stones 
which formed the abutment of the wharf. Tot fer from those ruins, an old 
burial ground stands in a erove of’ large walnut trees. Ilere can be found 
a worn marble slab marked the final resting place of James Philips, the 
Grandson of Philip Thilips, and his wile Warthay who was the sister of 
William Paca, Governor of Maryland and one of the Signers of the Declaration 
of Independence, . 
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This county, the third oldest in the Province, was established . 
in 1650 by an Act which states: "all. that part of the Province over against 
the Isle of Kent, called Providence by the inhabitants thereof, shall con- 
stitute a county to bé called Anne Arundel," The name was chosen in honor 
of Lady Anne Arundel wife of Cecilius, Lord Baltimore. In 165), after the 
usurpation of power by Cromwell's commissioners, the name of Anne Arundel 
County was chanred to "Providence," but was changed back after restoration 
of control io the Proprietary in 1658, 


The limits of Anne Arundel County were undefined until the 
erection of other counties around it. In 165), the dividing line between 
Anne Aruncel and Calvert Counties was establisle d although this remained in 
constant dispute until finally settled by Act of Assembly in 1822, When 
Baltimore County wasformed aiout 1659, its southern boundary extended a few 
miles south of the Patapsco River. This proved very inconvenient to the 
settlers along the shore of the river, and in response to their petitions, 
the northern boundary of Anne Arundel was extended in 1726 to the Petapsco. 
At the same tine, the territory comprising Howard District was transferred 
to Anne Armndel County where it remained until established as a separate 
county in 1851, 


Battle of Horn Point, 1655 


After the Puritan Government had become well established in 
England, Cromwell turned his attention to the subjugation of loyal provinces 
and colonies in America, Of these, the mst outstanding opponent of the 
Commonwealth was Virginia, which had recently driven all Puritans from within 
her borders. In 1650, Parliament declared Virginia to be in a state of ree 
bellion and authorized an expedition to be sent there to compel obedience to 
the Puritan Government, The orders given this expedition were "to reduce 
ali the platations within the Chesapeake Bay to their due obedience to the 
Perliament of the Commonwealth in England. These instructions tozether with 
the fact that the proscribed William Claiborne was one of the Commissioners 
named in charge of the expedition, were to prove unfortunate for Maryland, 


It is doubtful if Cromvell intended that this expedition should 
assume control of Taryland, as that province had displayed a very tolerant 
attitude toward the Puritan settlements springing up on both shores of the 
Bay. But Claiborne needed little justification-here was his opportunity to 
strike back at Lord 3altimore in retaliation for the unjust treatment he 
considered had been accorded him in 163). So after the reduction of Virginia 
in 1651, the Puritan commissioners demanled that Governor Stone announce 
Maryland's submission and allegiance to’ Parliament. When Stone hesitated, 
the Commissioners at first deposed him, but later permitted him to continue 
in office, pending instructions from Eneland, -In 165) the Proprietary Govern- 
ment 1 Meryland was replaced by a Commission of ten Puritans, appointed by 
William Claiborne and his associates, and the capital was w moved from St, 
Mery's to "Preston-at Patuxent," the home of one of the Commissioners. 


Nearing of this, lord Baltimore wrote a severe rebuke to Governor 
Stone, and ordered him to reassune his status as Governor. Thereupon Governor 
Stone organized an armed force of about 130 men, rogained possession of the 
records at. "Preston-atePatuxent," and in March, £555) set. out to attack the 
main Puritan sebllement at Providence (Annapolis). Part of his force proe 
cocdod by Tandy, and Uo reminder by water dn about twelve small Sloop and 
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and pinnaces pressed into service, 


late in the evening of March 2h, 1655, Governor Stone's little 
flotilla entered the outer harbor of Annapolis, rovnded Horn Point, and 
proceeded to land on the west side of the peninsula now known as Eastport, 
The next day they were defeated here by Puritan troops under the command 
of Captain Fuller, Governor Stone and his force were captured, and the rule 
of the Proprietary completely suspended in the province until 1658, : 


State House, Annapolis 


The first settlement’ at the mouth of the Severn River was made 
in 1619, when a group of Puritans, driven out of Virginia by the strict 
religious requirements of that Colony, established a town which they 
called "Providence." This settlement, during the succeeding years, was known 
as Proctors," or "the Town lend at Severn." In 1683 it received official 
recognition from the Provincial Assembly by its erection as a "town and par t 
of entry" under the name of "Town Land at Proctor's." Its prosperity must 
have been short lived, for at the time of its selection as the location for 
the new capital, the site was referred to as "The Town Land at Severn, where 
the town was formerly." One of the final ects of the last Assembly at St 
fary's was to erect this settlement into the "town and port of Anne Arundel 
Town," 


The first Assembly met at Anne Arundel Tow February 28, 169), 
and one of its first acts was to direct the survey of the new capital, This 
survey, completed by Richard Beard, Surveyor, in 1695, set aside certain 
lands for public use, 


oe 


First Petition for Naturalization 


The original Charter of Maryland. required that "sudjects and 
liegemen transplanted into the Provinces... shall be natives... of our kingdom 
of England and Ireland," 


In 16))9, however, the Proprietor "did empower your Governor 
from time to time, to grant lands unto any person of French, Dutch or Italian 
descent on the same termes and provisoes as they were empowered to grant land 
to any person of British or Irish GESCENt so" 


The first use of this new privilere was in January, 1660, when 
Augustine Herrman, of Manhattan, was granted "Letters of Denization," 
corresponding to’ the present day "first papers," These "Letters" entitled 
him to hold land, and he thereupon obtained a grant of land in Cecil County, 
named by him "Bohemia Manor," upon whith he erected a large and beautiful 
manor house in 1662, Herrman, in 1670, completed his map of Maryland and 
Virginia, which is remarkable for the accuracy ad detail of its SUIVEY » 


In 1666 the records show what is believed to be the first 
petition for naturalization made in British Amrica, The complete title of 
this Petition, whih is inscribed on a scroll on the border of the centere 
piece, reads as follows: "Petition of John Jarbor, of Dijon, in the Kingdom 
of Bohemias Ephriam, Georgus, anc Casparus,Sons of the said Augustine; Anna 
Margaritta, Judith, and Francima y his daughters; Anna Heck, George and Peter 
her sons," 


This petition was forwarded by the Provincial Assembly to the 


Governors and probably by him to tho Propriotor, for 4% was not until 1676, 
ten years later, that the petition was confirmed, 
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In September 16)\9 Lord Baltimore issued a commission to Robert 
Brooke which stated, “Whereas our trusty and well beloved Robert Brooke, 
€Sde, doth intend to transport himself, his wife, eight sons, and family, 
and a great number of other persons, into our said Province we appoint him 
to be commander under us of one whole county to be set forth round about 
the place he shall so settle and plant in," ‘This move not only provided 
for a large influx of settlers into Maryland, but also was designed to 
impress the Puritan Parliament with the religious tolerance existing in 
Meryland, as Brooke was a prominent Puritan of Ingland. The new county 
erected in the following year, comprised a narrow strip of land on both 
Shores of the Patuxent River from Cedar Point to the Western Branch, It 
wes named "Charles County" in honor of Lord Baltimore's son, but now is 
referred to as "01d Charles", 


Soon after establishing his residence in Maryland, Brooke took 
an active part in the establishment of Puritan rule in the Province, When 
lord Baltimore heard of this, he directed the dismissal of Brooke from all 

public posts. Governor Stone not only did this, but, in 165), caused the 
repeal of the "order or constitution" which had erected Charles County. 


In 1658 a new Charles County was established extending west 
ward from St, Mery's County between the Potomac and Patuxent Rivers, The 
Western limit remained undefined until the formation of Prince George's 
County in 1695, Since which date there has been only one minor change in 
the boundaries of Charles County, 

The old courthouse at Port Tobacco consisted of a main building 
and two connecting wings. One of these wines wes used as the office of the 
Register of Wills, After the removal of the courthouse to la Plata, this 
old building stood unoccupied for many years, and then was torn down, its 
bricks being utilized for the construction of a small dwelling place close 
to the original site, 


Adjacent to the courthouse stood Christ Church of Portobacco 
Parish, one of the original parishes erected by the Assembly in 1692, There 
is record of a church here prior to that date, however, as in 1683, the - 
archives refer to "the church land, on the rst’ side of Portobacco Creek, 
near the mouth of the Creel," and again in 168), "at the head of Portobacco 
Creek near the Church there," It is believed that this first chu ch was on 
the west side of the crecky near the present road bridges Until recently 
there were vestiges of an old grave yard here, 
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During the first few years following the landing at St Mary's, 
the outlying settlements which sprang up in the Province were administered 
directly by the Governor and his Council. But as these settlemerts increased 
dn number, and at greater distances from the Potomac, it was found 
necessary to establish a county organization. ‘The first mention of St. 
Mary's County appears in 1637, and at tlt time it’ apparently comprised 
the entire Province, ‘The mae distant sottloments, as they grew in inm- 
portance, were establishyd as "hindreds" of St Mary's County, tle "Tsle 
of Kent" being so inoorporatod in 1638, 
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Although Kent County was erected in 160, there was no 

mention of any boundary limits for St, Mary's County until "Old" Charles 
County was established in 1650, along the Patuxent River. Calvert County 

in 165), and the present Charles County in 1658 completed the definition 
of the area comprising St, Mary's County. Since that time no further 
changes havebeen made giving St, liary's the distinction not only of being 
the first county organiged in the Province, but also the first to assume 
its present form, 


| It is interesting to note that in 165), after seizure of the 
Provincial government by the Puritan Commissioners, the names of the three 
Western Shore counties were changed to ones less reminiscent of the Roman 
Catholic Proprietary. St Hery'!s County was chanved to Potomac County, 
reverting to its original name after the return of the Proprietary Govern- 
mente 


Site of St Mary's, 163), 


With the landing of Leonard Calvert and his followers at "Saint 
Maryes," that settlement became the first seat of government in the Province 
of Maryland, Here Governor Calvert received his first official visitor in 
the person of Governor Hervey of Virginia. Here also, early in 1635, the 
first meeting of the Provincial Assem>ly was held, 


St, Mary's, except for two brief intervals, remained the Capital 
of Maryland for nearly sixty years, Although that pebiod had witnessed a 
tremendous growth in the rew province, St, Mary's remained a small settle- 
ment, numbering only about sixty house... a remote village on the southern 
boundary, 

St Mary's was too closely associated with the Papist cause to’ 
survive the Protestant Revolution, It seems the irony of fate tmt this 
ancient settlement , established by a Roman Catholic Proprietary whose laws 
permitted full religious liberty, should have been destroyed by the intoler- 
ance of a Protestant ruler, 


Alleging that Papist plots had incited the Indians to insurrec- 
tion, a group of Protestants seized the Government and imnediately 
petitioned and received, the approval of the throne for their action. The 
rule of the Proprietary was terminated, and Maryland became a Royal Colony 
until its return to Lord Baltimore rule ‘ ive y2ars later the 
capital was officially removed to Annapolis, end St. Mrry!s left to perish 
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In 1650 Tord Baltimore had directed that a new county be 
established, with his friend Robert Brooke as Commander, As a result, "Old" 
Charles County was formed from lands bordering on the Patuxent River. But 
Robert Brooke’ proved to be too active a sympathizer of the Puritan cause, 
and on July 3, 165), he was deposed, and Charles County abolished. On the 
same date, Governor Stone "did erects. both sides of Patuxent River into 
one county by the name of badvdrbk bin in honor of the family nane of the 
Proprietary. Three weeks later the government of Maryland passed into the 
hands of a Puritan Commission, and at a session of the Assembly convened by 
them on October 20, 165), tho name of Calvert County was chanted to 
"Patuxent." The original ninco was restored, however, in 1658, at'tor 
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administration of the Province had again returned to the proprietary, In 
that year, also the southern and western boundaries of Calvert County were 
established at the Patuxent River, The dividing line between Calvert and 
Anne Arundel Counties was very ambiguous, and many settlers in the dis- 
puted territory paid taxes to neither, After a long period of controversy, 
the present boundary was adopted by the Assembly in 162), and since that 
date the limits of Calvert County have remained unchangedeecceneas 


The first step taken by the Puritan Commissioners was to’ summon 
an Assembly "For which assembly all such should be disabled to vote, or to 


be elected members thereof, as have borne arms in war against the parlia- 


ment, or do profess the Roman Catholic religions"  eesscece 


By 1657, the power of Cromwell in England was waning, and in 
November of that year Lord Baltimore entered into an agreement with Come 
missioners Bennett and Matthews whereby the Province should again return 
to its former status, guaranteeing full indemnity to those who had recently 
acted in opposition to him, This agreement furtler stipulated that the 
"people in opposition" should "deliver up to his Lordship's Governor or 
Secretary all records of the Province then’in their possession..." ‘Ata 
meeting’ held at Patuxent on March 20, 1658, between the new Governor, Josias 
Fendall, and the Puritan Commissioners, this agreement was confirmed, and 
soon thereafter this historic old home (Prestoneat-Patuxent) ceased 
to be the Capitol of the Province. Richard Preston continued to exercise 
great political influence, and in 1661 was Speaker of the Lower How ee... 
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When Charles County was formed in 1658, an agreement with the 
Piscataway Indians specified that white settlements should not be made along 
the shores of the Potomac beyond Mattawoman Creel, near Indian Head, Because 
of this restriction the early westward development of the Province was up 
the Patuxent River, which in those days carried deep water far beyond Upper 
Marlboro. Ttese early settlements extended almost to Laurel, 


As these settlements srew in impartance, the need was felt for a 
more convenient courthouse than the one at Port Tobacco on the Potomac 
River, To meet this demand a new county was erected in 1695, named in 
honor of Queen Anne's husband, Prince George of Denmark, Tt extended from 
the Patuxent River on the east, to the Potomac on the west, with a southern 
boundary practically as it stands today, No northern boundary was 
Specified, but the Act of 1718 formed Frederick County "from Prince George's 
County," and fixed the boundary now dividing Prince George's and Montgomery 
Counties. In 1791 the territory comprising the District of Columbis was 
ceded to the Netional Government from portions of the latter two CouNntiesee. 


Upper Marlboro had been settled about 170) by some Scottish 
merchants, who gave it this name in honor of the Dulce of Ifarlborough, who 
had recently won his great victory over the French at Blenheim, The 
Western Branch was navipable into the town, and busy wharves existed at the 
foot of Sand Street, then known as the "Rolling Road," Here many a hogse 
head af tobacco was loaded for shipment to faraway Ingland, 
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Soon after 1700, a few daring pioneers pushed westward from 
the Chespeake Bay country to settle in the fertile lands bordering on the 
Potomac and tributary streams. It was not until about 170, however, that 
any settlemert s. of importance were establisled, About this time, a great 
influx of Germans from Pennsylvania found their way southward along the 
old Monocacy trail, and settled in the vicinity of Frederick, Grayson, and 
Creagerstown.s These settlements flourished, and by 17leC it was deemed 
advisable to create a new county to provide for greater facility of ad- 
ministration, Accordingly, in that year Frederick County was erected, eme 
bracing all of the Province lying west of Baltimore County boundary, and a 
line from Rock Creek to the Patuxent River. This new county was named in 
honor of Frederick, Prince of Wales, From the lands embraced in its original 
limits, the counties of Montgomery, Washington, Allegany, Gerrett, and part 
of Carroll have since been formedeceees 


All Saints Church 


In 1726 all the lands west of Baltimare had been combined into 
a frontier and missionary parish called Prince George's Parish. This proved 
too large for proper administration, and in 17};2 a petition for the forma~ 
tion of a new parish wos submitted by the inhabitants of Seneca and 
Monocacye This petition was granted, and the Parish of All Saints es- 
tablished, The free holders were authorized "to build and found a church 
therein," and the Reverend Joseph Jennings was appointed the first rector 
on Novemler 23, 172. The tow of Frederick did not exist at that time, 
so it is probable that the parish work centered about "Illonocacy Chapel," whic’ 
had been a Chapel of Ease in Prince George's Parishesecoes 
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Montgomery County was erected at the same time, and in the 
same manner as Washington County; ie ee, by order of the Constitutional 
Convention at Annapolis on September 6, 1776, It was formed from lands 
previously a part of Frederick, and is named in honor of the military 
hero, General Richard Montgomery, Idlled at Quebec in Lyshe bales, e's 
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One of the first acts of the Maryland Constitutional Convention 
convened at Annapolis, August lh, 1776 was the establishment of Washington 
County. Named in honor of the Commanderjin Chief of the Army, it was formed 
from lands in Frederick County, ond comprised:all of Maryland west of the 
ridge of South Mountain. Washington County has the distinction of being the 
first county formed after Maryland declared its independence of the British 
CrowNeccece 

Prior to the Revolution, the road system in Maryland had con- 
sisted of: Post Roads (Coach eal Military Ra ds as Braddock!s Rad 
across the mountains west of Cumberland, Freight Ra@ds such as the tobacco 
"yolling roads", Most of the post roads and freight roads were constructed 
and maintained by the owners of the property through which they passed, and 
by other parties intorested in the purpose the road was to serve...» 
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Howard County 








The land comprising Howard County wes originally a part of Anne 
Arundel County. In 1659, it was included in the newly erected Baltimore 
County, but in 1726.the land lying on the south side of the Patapsco River: 
was again transferred to the jurisdiction of Anne Arundel County. In 1838, 
"Howard District" was established as a Separate municipal district, and in 
1850 was erected as a separate county by the Constitutional Convention of 
that year, It was named in honor of Colonel John Eager Howard of Rev6lue 
tionary fame, who was later Govemor of Ifaryland (178891), 


Ellicott's Mills, LOTL 


Throughout its Provincial period, Maryland had produced for 
export very little except tobacco, ‘In 1770, however, John and Andrew 
Ellicott, sons of an Enplish Quaker, who had settled in Buclkc!s County, Penna, 
examined on horsebacle the land along the Patapsco to determine its suite 
ability for wheat growing. Finding it to their liking, they selected a mill. 
Site at a point when the Patpsco had cut a narrow winding valley between 
Steep hills. In 1771, they transferred their families, tools and equipment 
to this new location, where, after damming the river and building a mill 
race, they’ er8cted the first flour mill in Meryland.... The project was . 
successful, and Ellicott's I111s (Ellicott City) became the thriving center 
of a properous farming cormunity. 


John, Andrew, and their brother Joseph had purchased the mill 
site in 1772, Tio years later Joseph sold his interest, and purchased the 
old HoodMill at Hollofield's, three miles farther up the Patapsco. Here 
he built a home, put up a new mill, and later erected th8 first grain 
elsvator in the State, This settlement became know as the "Upper Mills" 
and an old letter-head of 1791 shows the original mills listed as "Ellicett's 
Power Mills," “s.sces 


Nothing remains to mark the spot of the original homes of 
Andrew and John Ellicott, the founders of Ellicott!s ills. Two of Andrew's 
sons, Jonathan and George took an active interest in the development of the 
mill, and later they were joined by John, born in 1780, The homes of these 
three brothers, were located across the road from the mill, The two older 
brothers, Jonathan and George built homes in 1782 and 1789, bordering on 
the mill race, and these are still in good condition, as is also the smaller 
home of John, built later and set back from the other two, 


Acre s the river and high up on the slope of a steep hill, is 
"Ellicott's Grave Yard," or "Old Quaker Burial Ground," Intering through 
a fine wrought iron gate, a visitor is instantly impressed with the quite 
dignity and restfulness of this secluded Spot, wherein lie several genera- 
tions of the Ellicott Family, The lengthy epitaph of John reads as follows: 


John Ellicott brother of Andrew, born in Bucks County, Poe 
December 28, 1739 and removed with’ his brother Andrew from 
their mill in Bucks County, May 16, 1771. Here they built 

mills and settled this place 


Died December 28, 179), Age 55 years, 
Burded at Lldoott City, Varyland 
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After the close of the Revolutionary Wary there was a great 
influx of settlers to the fertile valleys of Western Maryland. To meet 
the constantly increasing administrative requirements of a population 
then totalling about 4,000, Allegany County was erected in 1789, Tt 
comprised all those lands formerly in Weshington County lying west of 
Sidelong Hill Creel, Allegany derives its name from the Allegewi Indians 
tribe of that vicinity, and 1s one of the three counties in the state not 
named after individuals, 


Fort Cumberland 
eioeeaticamene enemas ee ee 


Fort Cumberland, so named in honor of the Duke of Cumberland, 
Captain General of the British Army, was erected in 1750 by a land ana 
trading company known as the Ohio Company. The fort Stood on the crest 
of a hill & the junction of Will's Creek and the North Branch of the 
Potomac, on the present site of Cumberland, Maryland, It was a huge 
Stockade four hundred by onehundred sixty feet, with bastions at the four 
Corners, and contained barracks for a garrison of two hundred officers and 


Fort Cumberland was used by Colonel Washington as the base of 
operations against the [French and Indians in his first military campaign 
Culminating in the battle of Great Meadows, and later served a Similar 
purpose in the campaign against the French on the Ohio River. In 1765, 
after the French and Indian Wers, Fort Cumberland was’ formally turned over 
to the Maryland authorities by the British Governmert » and was never again 


used as a military post except in 179, when it was occupied for a short 


time in connection with the suppression of the Whiskey Insurrection, Being 
situated on ground considerably lower than the surrounding mountains, it 
had little value as a modern fort, and graduahly disintegrated and 
disappeared, On its site now stand the Emmanuel Episcopal Church and adjacent 
buildings in Cumberland, 
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Garrett County has the double distinction of being the youngest 
and also the largest county in the State. It was created by Act of 
legislature in 1872, from lands of Alleghany County, and was named in honor 
of John W, Garrett, President of the Baltimore and Ohio Railway (1858-8),) 
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Recently discovered records show that soon after the Revolu- 
tion the need was felt for a county seat closer to the growing population 
of the Westminister, Taneytown, and VWoolery's Districts than the existing 
courthouses at Baltimore and Frederick. In 1783 a petition was submitted 
requesting that a new county be erected to be called "Paca" in honor of the 
Governor at that time. Again, in 1906, an article in the Federal Gazette 
favored Westminister over Reisterstown as the county-seat for the new 
county. Notice of another petition appeared in 1822 in the Frederick-Town 
Herald, but not until 1833 was any legislative action taken, In that year 
the Assembly authorized the erection of a new county, to be named in honor 
of Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, whose recent death was the cause of state- 
wide mourninge @acve 


In 176) William Winchester laid out a town in Frederick County 
which he called "Westminister." This town thrived, and in 1837 when 
Carroll County was formed from lands within the boundaries of Baltimore and 
Frederick Counties, Westminister was chosen as the county seat, 
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When the Province of Maryland wes first establisted the only 
settlements were at St Mary's and Kent Island, It was natural, therefore, 
that for many years those two settlements should be the focal points about 
which the province developed and was administered. The Kent settlement 
became a "commanderate" and "the commander of the Isle of Kent" was P 
responsible for most of the Eastern Shore. for administrative purposes, 
this territory was established as "Kent hundred! of St Mary's County; and 


ait was not until 16)\2 that the records mention "the Isle and County of Kent," 


and a county court was establisle de. The metes and bounds of Kent County 
were never defined except by the indirect method of describing the boundar- 
ies of the counties formed around its i,e, Talbot abou t 1661, Cecil in 167h, 
and (ween Anne's in 1706. Kent Cowty was named presumably for the English 
county of the same name 


Several years before the ARK and the DOVE sailed into the 
Potomac, William Claiborne of Virginia had established a trading post on 
the lower tip of Kent Island, at Kent Point, The island at this time was 
inhabited by the Matapeake Indians, whose village was at the southeast end 
of the island. At Kent Point, Claiborne erected a palisaded stockade, a few 
rough cabins, store houses for the traders, and a church, which was the first 
church to be erected in what is now the State of Maryland. There was also a 
courthouse on Kent Island, and the records show that representatives from 
here were seated in the Virginia Assembly and were subject to the juris- 
diction of that Colony before the Province of Maryland was established. 


Prior to the granting of a charter to Lord Baltimore for the 
Province of Maryland, Claiborne had registered a protest to such a grant 
on the grounds that it included the Isle of Kent, which he stated he had 
purchased from the "the Kings of that county." His protest being of no 
avail, he fled to Virginia in 1635, In 16)0 lord Baltimore granted to Giles 
Brent a tract of 1,000 acres known as "Kent Fort Manor" thich included 
Claiborne's early settlement at Kent Point. At this time the population of 
the island oynciatad of “pproximataly eb Sreoholders ond bhedr Lomi tos, 
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‘The year following the settlement of Jamestown, Capt, John 
Smith set out with "Walter Russell, a doctor of Physicke, six gentlemen 
and seven souldiers," in an open barge or shallop "near three tons 
burthen" to explore the "Bay of Chesapeack," Departing from Jamestown 
on the 2nd of June, 1608, their voyage took them in all rivers and inlets 
of Chesapeake Bay, and the map made by Capt. John Smith on this trip is 
remarkably accurate, 


One of the most historic old churclke s of Maryland is "St Pauls!" 
built in 1713 near the site of an earlier church of the same name, This 
is the parish church of St. Paul's Parish which had been laid out "At a cowrt 
holden by their Majesties Justices for Kent County at the Town of New 
Yarmouths.. this 19th day of December in ye 5th year of their Majesties 
reign, Anno Dom 1693, 


As settlements increased along the Chester River, it was found 
advisable to establish a port of entry fartle r up stream. In 1696 the 
Assembly authorized the purchase of three acres of land "whereon to build 
a Court House,!t on a grant known as "Stepneye"..,. Just what happened to 
this structure is not clear, but in 1706, the erection of a new courthouse 
was authorized by the Assembly, as was also the purchase of "50 acres of 
land at Chester Ferry near the place where the old Court House Stood, which 
was to be laid out in lots and called Chestertown.."se..0.. At the same time 
the definite abandonment of New Yarmouth as a county seat was ordered, 
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In 1652 a treaty with the Susquehanna Indians gave to the 
Maryland colonists the privilege of settling on the mainland of the Eastern 
Shore north of the Choptank River, This stimulated the growth of numerous 
Settlements along the shore and ahovt 1660, Talbot County was formed from 
lands in the southern portion of Kent Countye The order by which it was 
created has never been found, but the Assembly Proceedings indicate its 
existence in that year, 


Although the original limits of Talbot County are now known its 
northern boundary apnarently extended to the Sassafras River. The southern 
boundary was later established at the Choptank River when Dorchester County 
was created in 1668, In 1706, Queen Anne's County was erected, and any ~ 
obscurity regarding Talbot County boundaries was removed. Talbot is the 
Second oldest county on the’ Eastern Shore, and was named in honor of Grace 


_ Talbot, sister of Cecilious, Second Lord Baltimore, 


In 1660, an Act of the Vr ginia Assembly had expelled the 
Quakers from that colony under threat of severe penalties, and Governor 
Calvert had granted them permission to remove to Maryland, giving them 
land on the Eastern Shore, 


This group was augmented by others of that sect who Sought to 
avoid the Puritan persecutioh in New Ingland by moving to this new province 
which permitted unrestricted réiigious worship to all creeds, The first 
settlement was in Talbot County, near the present city of Easton; and their 
original meeting-house was on Miles River near the head of "Betty's Cove, 
The Tred Avon (Third Haven) known as "ye Great Meeting-House" was built in 
168), and here on numerous occasions came George Fox, the founder of the 
Society of Fricnds, William Penn and other noted Quakers. 
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Queen Anne's County 
SC SC EE yin eee 


In May 1692, the inhabitants of Kent Island petitioned the 
Assembly to form into a separate county that historic island which had been 
the scene of the first settlement in Maryland, This petitioned was supported 
by the many setthers on the southern tips of Kent, who asked that their lants 
might also be included in the new county, No action was taken regarding 
these petitions, but the rapid growth of this section of the Eastern Shore 
brought the question before the Assembly again in 170h. 


In 1706 a new county was erected which included Kent Island and 
extended acrass the Eastern Shore between the Chester River on the north 
and Talbot County on the south, Maryland was a Royal Colony at this time, 
so it was appropriate that the county should have been named after its 
sovereign queen, The eastern boundary of Queen Anne's County remained in 
dispute until the decision by the English Chancellor in 1750. This line, 
which separates Delaware and Maryland, was not actually marked until 1765, 
The final change in Queen Anne's County boundaries was made in 1773, when 
a portion of its eastern lands was assigned to the new Caroline County 
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Somerset County, so named in honor of Cecilius Calvert's "deare 
Sister the Lady Mary Somersette..." originally embraced the entire area of 
Maryland's Eastern Shore south of the Nanticoke River, It was erected by 
a proclamation dated Aucust 22, 1666, inorder to provide a local government 
for the settlements which had recently sprung up in that vicinity, 


As early as 1661, Edmond Scarborough, John Elzey, and Randall 
Revell had been authorized by Governor Philip Calvert to grant lands in 
this territory to responsible settlers, Particularly generous terms were 
offered to freemen from the adjoining Virginia counties of Accomack and 
Northampton, many of whom took advantage of this opportunity and established 
settlements at Manoakin and Annamessex, This procedure naturally caused 
much resentment and jealousy among the Virginian authorities and they 
induced Scarborouch to turn traitor to his Maryland rulers, and organize 
a rebellion which temporarily succeeded in bringing several of the settle} 
ments under Vir ginia!s rule, 


Governor Berkeley, of course, disclaimed responsibility for 
any of these unwarranted acts, and upon the insistence of Governor Calvert 
finally acquiesced in an agreement which definitely established the’ location 
of "Watkins Point," which had been named in the Charter of Maryland, as the 
Southermost point on the eastern shore of that Province, In accordance with 
that agreement, a line was drawn. from this promontory, following the 
. Pocomoke River, and thence eastward to the ocean, This boundary constituted 
the southern limit both of the Province and the newly established county of 
"Somerset", Somerset County was more than halved by the erection of Wor- 
cester County in 172, and was still furtler reduced by the establishment in 
1867 of \icomico County from lauds within its northem border, 
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f#orcester County 





In 166) A British military expedition had captured the Dutch 
possessions in America, including the settlements along the Delaware River, 
Control of all this territory, extending to the eastern shore of the 
Delaware, was granted by Charles II to his brother James, Duke of York, who 
not content with this large grant, also assumed control over the settlements 
on the western shore of the Delaware, 


Under the terms of the Maryland charter, that Province extended 
to the ocean, south of the fortieth parallell, and therefore included 
practically all of the present state of Delaware, Besides entering legal 
protest against the claims of the Duke of York, Lord Baltimore in 1672 
formed this disputed territory into "a County and called by the name of 
Worcester." The accession of James, Duke of York to the throne was 
followed by a Privy Council decision in 1685 declaring the territory in 
dispute to be property of the Crowne 


Although Lord Baltimore continued to resist this decision, 
"Old" Worcester County ceased to exist from 1685, In 172, in response 
to numerous petitions of local residents, the eastern portion of Somerset 
County was erected into a new Worcester County. Eight years later, a 
Chancery Court decree gave to Delaware a further small portion of Worcester 
County. The final change in Worcester's boundaries came in 1867 when the 
northwestern portion was transferred to the newly erected Wicomico County, 


Battle of Pocomoke River 1635 


Some historians class William Claiborne as the evil genius of 
the Province of Maryland, but unbiased consideration of the facts connected 
with his case indicate that his prievances against the Province and its 
Proprietary were well founded. Of his intimate life, few facts are known, 
but he was apparently a gentleman of considerable influence in Virginia, For 
Several years he served as Secretary of State of that Colony, and his 
commission to this post spealcs of him as "a person of quality and trust," 
Not content to settle down as a tobacco planter, he obtained permission 
from the Virginia authorities to explore Chesapeake Bay. Seeing the 
possibilities of increasing his income by means of fur trading with the 
Indians, he established several trading posts here prior to 1631, one of 
which was on Kent Island. His activities stamp him as a bold, fearless, and 
talented leader, and one can easily understand his feelings upon hearing that 
lord Baltimore had been given the sweeping powers of a Palatine over the 
new Province of Maryland, whose territories embraced Kent Island - the 
scene of his most lucrative fur trading. Not only Claiborne, but the 
Virginia colonists as well, opposed this charter, and Claiborne's revolt 
against the Proprietary was sympathized with and supported by Vir ginia, 


In March, 163, soon after the departure of the Maryland 
colonists from:Old Point Comfort for the Potomac, Governor Harvey of Virginia 
and his Council conferred regarding the status of this new Province. Part 
of the record of this conference is quoted here: 


"Captain William Claiborne requested the opinion of the board, 
how he should demean himself in respect of Lord Baltimore's patent, and his 
deputies now seated in the bay; for that they (Gov, Calvert) had signified 
to Captain Claiborne, that he was now a member of that (Maryland) plantation, 
and therefore should relinquish all relations and dependence of ti... colony 
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(Virginia) It was answered by the board, that they wonder why such question 
was made; that they mew no reason why they should render up the rights of 
that place of the isle of Kent, more than any other formerly given to this 
colony by his majesty's patent.... " 


Backed by this opinion, Claiborne openly revolted against the 
authority of Lord Baltimore, continuing his trading and inciting the 


Indians against the new rulers, 41940129 ; 


After the government was well established at St, Mary's, however, 
Governor Calvert procecded to enforce his authority. In 1635 he seized one 
of Claiborne's pinnaces, under charges that it was a Virginia vessel trading 
in the Chespeake without a Maryland license, 


In retaliation, Claiborne directed one of his chief assistants, 
Lieutenant Ratcliffe Warren, "to seize and capture any of the pinnaces or 
other vessels belonging to the government of Sainte Maries," Fitting out a 
pinnace, he placed it under Lieutenant Warren's command for this PUYPO SE 


When the news of this reached Governor Calvert, he equipped two 
pinnaces, the "St Margaret" and "St, Helen," under command of Captain 
Thomas Cornwaleys, and ordered him to proceed to Kent Island and quell 
this revolt, The two forces met near the mouth of the Pocomoke River 
on April 23, 1635, In this first naval engagement in American waters, Lt, 
Warren was killed andhis pinnace captured, Soon after this defeat, 
Claiborne fled to Virginia and thence to England, were he mde several 
unsuccessful petitions for redress, His properties in Maryland were 
confiscated, and a period of several yéars elapsed before he returned to 
again trouble the Maryland authorities, 


About 16);2 a few daring colonists had proceeded up the Pocomoke 
River to the head of navigation and established a settlement know as 
Barrow's Landing, ‘This settlement flourisle d, but the location proved 
unsatisfactory, In 168) a petition was presented to the Governor describing 
the "inconveniences" of Barrow's Landing and the advantages of the "Snaw 
Hill Tract", and requesting his permission to change the location of the 
settlement. In 1686, and Act of Assembly directed that 100 acres of land 
belonging to the widow of Henry Bishop be’ laid out into a town to be 
Known as Snow Ili11 Town, In the same year, this newly established town was 
designated as one of the "Pourts!! of Maryland ",.. where all shipps and 
vessels tradeing into this Province shall unlode, put on shore, barter and 
trafiques.." 


During this early period, the county records and courts were 
kept in the courthouse in the western part of Somerset County. But as Snow 
Hill and the neighboring settlements grew in importance the transaction 
of county business became increasingly difficult, and Worcester County was 
erected in 172, An Act of Assembly in that year provided for a resurvey of 
Snow Hill Town, and directed that the commissioners purcla se not more than 
one acre of land "whereon to build a courthouse and prison," 


The commisioners met on December ll, 1742 at the home of David 
Murry, and selected the present site which was part of the estate of John 
llarting The first courthouse remainded in continuous use until 183), when 
fe was destroyed, with many valuable records, by a fire which swept the 
town 
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Darchetster County 





The early records of the Province fail to show when or how 
Dorchester County came into existence, The best evidence indicates 
that it was formed about 1668 by proclamation of the Proprietor, and this 
is verified by the fact that the Assembly Proceedings of the following 
year list Richard Preston as a delegated from Dorchester County. When 
formed, it appears to have included all that part of the province lying 
between Talbot and Somerset Counties, Its southern boundary formed by 
the Nanticoke River, has remained unchanged. Its northern boundary was 
first defined by the formation of Queen Anne's County, and again in 1773 
when Caroline County was formed from land partly within its borders, Its 
eastern boundary extended theoretically to Delaware Bay until theestablishe 
ment of Old Worcester County in 1672, which included in its limits most of 
the present State of Delawaree 


The settlement and growth of Dorchester County was slow because 
of the unfriendly attitude of the Choptank and Nanticoke Indian tribes, who 
were loath to give up their fertile river lands. At the time of its 
establishment, there were about five hundred white inhabitants within the 
area included in the present limits, The county derived its name from 
Earl Dorset, a friend of the Calvert family, 

Old Trinity 

On Church Creek, not far from where it empties into the Little 
Choptank River, stands one of the oldest and best beloved churches of 
Provincial Maryland, For more than two hundred and fifty years worshipers 
have been coming to this holy spot, where shaded by venerable sycamore 
trees, "Old Trinity"still stands,... ; : 


Trere is no record of the date of construction of this ancient 
church, but it is undoubtedly one of the oldest Episcopal churctes in the 
Province, and in 1696 the records show that theparish had two hundred and 
twenty-one taxables. Perhaps the lack of early records prior to this time 
was due to carelessness of the vestrymen, for in 1696 the parish records 
mention that these vestrymen were fined for failing to forward a list of 
marriages, and a transcript of the vestry proceedings, to His Lordship!'s 
Council Bee 


Courthouse at Cambridge 


Private records indicate that the early sessions of the cowt 
in Dorchester County were held in private homes at a town called "Islington" 
on "Nicholas Mayney's Point" on the little Choptank River. In 1673,William 
Worgin gave the county twenty-five acres of "Harwood's Choice" on the 
eastern side of Fishing Creek, together with "a new house lately built and 
furnished by George Seward for the keeping of the court there" This new 
courthouse was the last word in public buildings and is described in the 
Assembly Proceedings 1697.98... It was used as a place of worship by the 
inhabitants of Great Choptank Parish until such time as it should be con- 
venient for them to build their church, which they did not do until 1696, 


By 1770, however, the growth of the county made necessary an 
expansion of facilities, so the old structure was torn down and a much 
Jarger and ornate building was erected on the same site, This new court- 
house was destroyed by fire on the night of May 9, 1852, A new building 
was completed in 185), 
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SGaroline County 
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Caroline County has the distinction of being the last to be 
formed during the Provincial period of Maryland, It was establiste d in 
1773 and named after Lady Caroline Calvert, sister of the Sixth (and last) 

Lord Baltimore, Formed out of portions of Dorchester and Queen Anne's 
Counties, the boundaries originally prescribed have remained unchanged, 
except for a slight variation made in 1825 for the convenience of a Mr. 
Noble of Dorchester County. 


Court House at Denton 


In November, 1773, when Caroline County was established, 
commissioners were appointed who were authorized to purchase "not exceed- 
ing four acres at or adjoining Pig Point on the eastside of the 
Choptank River near Melvill's Warehousey,.... The location selected was 
displeasing to the taxpayers in the northern part of the county, and due 
to their insistence, the meeting place of the court was moved to the 
Colonial Alms House in Bridgetow in 1778. Court sessions were held here 
for two years after which time the justices returned to Melvill's Warehouse, 
Another claimant for the honor of designation as the county seat was Pig. 
Point, located on the Choptank River, about one and half miles from 
Melvill'ts warehouse, After a bitter controversy covering a period of 
ten years, both in the county and in the Assembly, Pig Point won out, and 
in 1790 the previous Act of 1773 was repealedsere An interesting plat 
of the town , s name had been changed to Denton in 1790, can be seen 
in the courthouse records. Made in 1807, it shows the layout of the town 
together with a front elevation sketch of each of the fifty buildings then 
standing and an index to their owners. 


The old courthouse was torn down in 1895, and the present 
structure erected at a cost of “21,000 on the site of the old building, 
The courthouse square of Denton still retains its original four acres, 
and is one of the largest in the state, 


Wicomico County 








The second younrest county in the State, Wicomico was erected 
by the Constitutional Convention of 1867. The lamls comprising it were 
originally included in Somerset and Worcester counties, whose dividing 
boundary had passed through the middle of Salisbury. Wicomico County 
derives its name from the river forming a portion of its southern 
boundary, which early records refer to as the 'WHiccocomico", and Indian 
word meaning "where houses are built," 


Salisbury Town was established in 1732 at Handy's Landing at 
the head of the Wicomico River... Salisbury Town was in Somerset County, 
but by Act of 1%;2, erecting Worcester County designated a line passing 
through the middle of Salisburg, as part of the western boundary of the 
new county. [qual division of city reca’ds between Princess Anne and Snow 
Hill proved unsatisfactory. In 1867, the new County of Wicomico was 
established with Salisbury as the county seate 


Sources Maryland's Colonial Charm, Portrayed in 
Silver By Harry '. [lill, Privately Printed (1938) 
Waverly Press, Baltimare, Moryland. 
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